
City of Avondale Estates
Historic District Guidelines

UPDATE – May 4, 2020



• Review progress and notable updates
• Preparing for draft to go to 

Historic Preservation Division

• Q&A :If on a computer or tablet, feel 
free to ask questions in “Q&A” box 
OR
Questions can be asked anytime after 
(or if you’re on the phone) at: 
www.AvondaleEstates.org/comments

Agenda

Your (online) team

http://www.avondaleestates.org/comments


Process

Mid-March

Mid-April

Late-May

End of June

Phase end

Phase end

Phase end

Phase end

Phase 1 – Review & Research

Phase 2 – Identify Improvements

Phase 3 – Draft Guidelines

Phase 4 – Final Guidelines

Present to the public the 
ideas and concept for the 
guideline redesign.



What is the intent of this project? 

To improve & retool existing Design Guidelines to bring clarity & 
consistency to the treatment of existing buildings/properties, as 
well as infill construction, within the City’s Historic District.

In addition, the project:

• Must be in accordance with the Secretary of Interior Standards for Preservation 
written by the National Park Service 
(they helped fund the study and will review changes)

• Should fully engage the public through meetings and feedback opportunities.



 Alter / Update designation system
 Clarify the Organization & Direction of the Guidelines
 Evaluate and Clarify the Process
 Coordinate with the Zoning Code

Recommended Updates



• Combine Tier I & II to Preservation Designation
• Tier I & II are nearly the same. Too much nuance to 

create a consistent design review process.
• Recommend a review of the current designations of 

properties
• Ensure guidelines are inline with recommended 

practices and Secretary of Interior Standards

• Convert Tier III  to Compatible Designation 
• “Adaptation” is not a standard treatment 

recognized by the National Parks Service
• Ensure guidelines are inline with recommended 

practices.

Update designation system:
TIER 1

TIER 2

TIER 3



• 3D diagrams & examples images
for components & new construction

• 2D diagrams for placement, spatial
requirements

• Photographs for materials

• Easily digestible application / 
checklists 

Make highly graphic



• 3D diagrams & examples images
for components & new construction

• 2D diagrams for placement, spatial
requirements

• Photographs for materials

• Easily digestible application / checklists 

Make highly graphic

DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT



DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT



Background & History Process for Changes 
to your Property

Guidelines for changes 
to your property

• Introduction
• Preface, Purpose & Contacts

• History
• History of Avondale Estates
• National / Local Designations

• Character Defining Features
• Overview

• Town Plan
• Landscape Architecture
• Architecture

• Treatment Designations
• Overview
• Preservation Designation
• Compatible Designation

• Review Process

• What is Design Review?
• What requires Design Review?
• Process for Applying
• Application Document examples 

• Essential Preservation Concepts for 
Everyone
• Secretary of Interiors Standards 

for Rehabilitation
• Guidelines for Preservation 

Designation Properties
• Roofs, Windows, Entrances, 

Porches, Additions, ADU’s, Site 
& Setting, materials, & details.

• Guidelines for Compatible 
Designation Properties
• Porches, Additions, ADU’s, Site 

& Setting, New Construction, 
materials

Organize into three clear parts



Make clear what the process entails, 
how to go about it, 
& simplify it where possible

Elements being addressed in the Process:
• Clear graphics & diagrams on step-by-step process
• Clarify/Update when review is needed by HPC or only by City 

Staff 
• Turn-around timeline
• When attendance is needed/not needed at HPC Mtg.

Existing 
process /graphic-

Proposed 
process / graphic-



Make clear what the process entails, 
how to go about it, 
& simplify it where possible

Elements being addressed in the Process:
• Create a “check-list” procedure where possible
• Make clear how submissions will be reviewed
• Use guidelines to make review more objective 

& clear “yes” or “no”

Initial draft of 
new application



Coordination with Zoning
Working in collaboration with re-zoning effort to address massing & 
scale issues of infill development.
• Establish setbacks that relate to historic norm.
• Regulate height in relation to adjacent structures
• Regulate placement of buildings within block to historic norm
• Regulate ADU’s to have clear massing and scale requirements 

that fit within the historic district context but allow for flexibility



Process

Mid-March

Mid-April

Late-May / Update: June

End of June/ Update: July

Phase end

Phase end

Phase end

Phase end

Phase 1 – Review & Research

Phase 2 – Identify Improvements

Phase 3 – Draft Guidelines

Phase 4 – Final Guidelines

Next Steps:

• Formalize draft based on 
public & City comments

• 5/15 Submit draft to state 
Historic Preservation Office 

• ±Mid/Late June- Draft to 
be published online for 
public review
(Once comments are received and 
draft updated)



Thank you!
UPDATE – May 4, 2020

Q&A
If on a computer or tablet, feel free to 
ask questions in chat box OR
Questions can be asked anytime after (or 
if you’re on the phone) at address below:
www.AvondaleEstates.org/comments

This presentation will be available
via the link below

http://www.avondaleestates.org/comments

