
 

Goal #1. Be Inclusive and welcoming to people of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds 

The park design should take into consideration activities, slopes, quiet zones, garden spaces and “safe” edges. These 
considerations are particularly important for adults and children on the autism spectrum or those struggling with 
cognitive or neurological conditions. To accommodate those with physical disabilities, the American's with Disabilities 
Act design guidelines will be used as a minimum threshold not as the standard. Further, possible activities will be 
mapped against age and interest so that there is something for everyone. While we didn’t specifically ask, over 50 of you 
noted the importance of accommodating your furry four-legged friends (dogs). 

Goal #2. Be a year-round draw bringing people to live, shop, and dine in the downtown area 

To ensure that the park is lively during all seasons and times of day, special attention should be given to ensure shade 
during the summer and direct sun during the winter. Equally as important is that the park design accommodates events 
from the spring Egg hunt to a harvest festival. Lighting is equally important to provide safety at night and attract people 
after dark. Lights also add to the ambiance of the space.  

Goal #3. Maintain flexibility to support high volume and frequent programmed activities as well as daily uses like 
walking, reading or running. 

The space should be adaptable to meet various types and sizes of programming, activation, and events. We should 
integrate performance and event space with elements like pavilions that can act as bandstands/stages as well as larger 
open spaces to support events or group activities. Additionally, we should accommodate both opportunities to socialize 
and places to reflect by incorporating well placed seating, play areas, and garden spaces. You cautioned us about 
dedicating too much of the space for one dedicated and infrequent use at the expense of activities for a variety of daily 
uses. An example of a large dedicated use for one purpose would a full-fledge dog park. While we can accommodate 
dogs, a traditional and adequately designed dog park would absorb a large portion of the Town Green park space. 

Goal #4. Reflect the historic, artistic, and other unique qualities of Avondale Estates in a contemporary manner 

The community associated garden spaces and trees as one of the most defining characteristics and unique qualities of 
Avondale. The treatment of the edges, materials, and furnishings can reflect the historical architectural style and special 
features - for cover, for play, for seating - can incorporate artistic and whimsical qualities. 

Goal #5. Complement (not replicate) other park and open spaces in Avondale Estates 

Avondale Estates has a few passive parks. You encouraged us to complement these parks with a little different twist on 
activation and community gatherings spaces. An example of this would be a large lake which would duplicate Lake 
Avondale. Rather than a traditional playground for young children, the Town Green might have a natural playground or a 
sculptural playground that attracts the young and the young at heart. 

Goal #6. Be good stewards of economic and natural resources by incorporating where practicable productive, multi-
use systems, and environmental features. 

You supported the inclusion of native plant materials, bird and butterfly gardens to bring nature into the urban center. 
Additionally, the design will consider trees and a micro-forest to assist in treating water and the air productive elements 
like harvestable gardens and fruiting or nut producing trees can tie the City's restaurant scene to the Town Green.  

Goal #7. Consider construction and ongoing maintenance budgets  

You directed us take into consideration both the construction budget as well the resources needed to properly maintain 
the park in the long term. The design will likely use intricate plantings, water features and water gardens, and other 
specialty items carry specific and resource intensive maintenance sparingly and in ways that have the most impact. 
Beyond general maintenance, replacement costs can be considerable. The design should emphasize materials which last 
and are not highly dependent upon style - concrete, brick, granite, and asphalt. 
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