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September 5, 2018

Dear Neighbors,

When the Board of Mayor and Commissioners each swore an oath to enforce the
Charter and Ordinances of the City of Avondale Estates, as well as act in the best
interest of the City, we each did so with the knowledge that no decision, choice, or vote
was guaranteed to be an easy one. We did not take a pledge to only decide the easy
things. We ran for office with the promise we would listen to all sides and make
decisions for the betterment of Avondale Estates.

For months we have discussed, debated, and considered a proposal by Trammell Crow
Residential. The proposal brought with it opportunity for growth in our downtown area,
the promise of increased sustainability for our businesses, and the chance to redevelop
land and property that sat empty for far too long. As with any opportunity, there are
consequences and sacrifices the BOMC had to face in making this decision. No decision
making opportunity is perfect.

Aiding us in the decisions we make are the strong and knowledgeable individuals who
make up the advisory boards and commissions that first hear requests and proposals
such as this one. These volunteers seriously consider the aspects of proposals and
make recommendations based on their findings in the preceding hearings that are more
focused on specific aspects of the proposal. The recommendations they forward to the
BOMC are not ignored or pushed aside, but are given full consideration with the breadth
of information studied by the five elected officials making the final decision. It is never
an easy prospect to overturn the well-thought out and researched opinions of these
boards and should not be considered a slight to the men and women who volunteer
their time and share their incredible knowledge and skill with us.
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While the process of development can be long and arduous when we look at a proposal
from concept to completion, the steps the City has in place worked in this case. There is
always room for improvement, something we will undertake as we consider rewriting
our zoning code and clarifying the future of development in Avondale Estates.

This discussion, debate, and decision have brought out the passion of our residents
both for and against this particular development. It is that passionate commitment to
Avondale Estates and its sense of community that will drive us in the decisions we make
and the future we all want to be bright, bountiful, and sustainable for our City.

With best regards,

onathan Elmore
Mayor of Avondale Estates



