
FILM PER MI T PR OC ESS AN D APPLIC AT ION

Welco me to the C ity o f Av o nda le E s ta tes! Yo u ’v e cho sen  an  excell en t   
fi l mi n g lo cal e . Av ond ale Es tat es p rovi d es a v ari et y o f b eaut iful p rodu ct io n   
s etti ng s .

At t ach ed  yo u  wi ll  fi nd  th e fo ll o wi ng:

• Permi t  Pro ces s  and  Ap pl icat io n  ( No te: Appl i ca tio n mus t be s ubmi tted 1 0   
bus iness  da y  prio r to  s hoo t)

• Ci t y o f Avo nd al e Estat es  Moti on  Pictu re, Tel evis io n and  Ph ot og rap hi c 
Prod u cti on  Ordin ance

• Ci t y o f Avo nd al e Estat es  No is e Ord in an ce

If yo u  h ave qu es ti ons reg ard ing  th e p ermi t  p rocess , pl eas e d o not  h es it at e to
con t act C i t y   H a l l ,   4 0 4 - 2 9 4 - 5 4 0 0 ,   o f   v i s i t   u s   a t   2 1   N o r t h   A v o n d a l e   P l a z a ,   
A v o n d a l e   E s t a t e s .   



PE RM I T  PR OC E SS

Fi l m  Permi t 

A film permit is required  for producin g, takin g or  making an y motion pictu re, television 
production or photograph ic production.  T h e f ilm p er mit  mu st b e su b mi tt ed  to th e City 
Man ager ten  (10 ) b u siness d ays p rior to th e sh oot.  There is  a film per mit application fee in 
the amount of $250 that must be submitted with the application.  The  application must be 
signed an d ac companied  b y all r equired f ees, d epo sits, hold harmless agr ee ment and insuranc e 
certific ates requir ed befo re an y pe rmit will be con sidered for  approv al.

Fees  a nd Co s ts o f  Addi ti o nal  Serv i ces

Each applic ation shall be accompani ed b y the foll owing non- refund able f e es:

• A processin g f ee in the a mount of $250 will be submitted to the C it y of Av ondale
Estates at the time of app lication.

• Upon approval of  an appl ication for a C it y filming permit, the C it y Mana ge r shall 
provide the applicant wit h a statement of the  estimated cost of providin g police, public 
works and other  cit y emplo ye es and ser vices fo r p ublic safet y for th e produ ction (if 
applicable).  Th e cost of  such services sh all be bor ne b y th e applicant  and shall be paid 
to the C it y o f Avondale  Estates prior to the condu cting of  a production.  Th e amount of 
such fees sh all be based  on the cit y’s  actual  cost of providing required num ber of police 
and other cit y emplo ye es  and servic es nec essar y t o ensure the s afet y of bot h the 
participants of the produ ction and the communit y.

I ns ura nce Requirements

P roof of liabilit y insuran ce (minimum of $500,000 for  gene ral shoot, $5,0 00,000 for some 
special ef fects)

Ho ld Harml es s  Ag reement

Applicant shall ex ecute a n indemnit y and hold har mless agr eement  as provi ded b y th e C it y of 
Avondale Estates prior to  the issuance of  an y perm it that shall hold the C it y harmless a gainst 
an y claims, liabilit y or ju dgments a rising out of th e permit tee’s  activities.

Tax -Exempt Sta tus

P roof of 501(c ) (3) tax -e x empt status, if applicable

Permi s s io n 

W ritten permission must be obtained and submitte d with permit application to shoot from 
private prope rt y (owne rs) .



No ti fi ca tio n  o f  fil m  s ho ot to  Res i dents

R esidents must be notified of the film shoot at leas t 5 da ys prio r to shoot. Notification should 
include the dates, times,  and location, including general info rmation about  activities taking 
place (p arkin g vehicles o r actual filmin g on street) .  A cop y of the notice m ust be submitted 
with permit application.

Tra ffi c  Pla n/ Tra ffi c  Co ntro l 

A sketch of  your tr affi c p lan during p roduction must be submitted with permit application for 
each film shoot location.  S ee exam ple of traffic plan /traffic con trol on  n ext page.

The C it y Mana ger will re view  you r traf fic plan  an d determine if an  Off- Du t y Avondal e Estates
P olice Office r will be ne eded to be assi gned  at a r ate of $35.00 pe r hour to  control traffi c.



LA
 K

 ESH
O

R
E D

R
I V

 E 

LA K EV IEE 
Gen era to r  fo r  44  La k e sh o re 

 36  

4

44
Ho u se  Set 

 5   

52

56

Pr o p s

 58  So u n d

58

62

Cr aft   Ser vi ces

 64  

Lake   

Avo n d ale 

Camer a  

G r i p 

E l ect ri c "FIN DIN G   CA RTER" 

Pa rki ng Di a g ra m 
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CI TY OF AVOND ALE ESTATES, GEORGI A

MOT ION PICT URE , T E L E VIS ION AND PHOT OGRA PHIC  PROD UCT ION PE RMIT

TH IS APP LICATIO N MUST B E SUBMITTED FO R 10 B USINESS D AY S P RIO R TO  SHO O T 

No person shall use any public or private property, building, facility or residence of producing,
taking or making any motion picture, television production or photographic production without
first applying for and receiving a city filming permit.

Prod u ction  Co mp an y I n f ormation :

Company Na me:

Addr ess:                                                                                                                                              

T el ephone:  ( of fi ce)                                                       ( mobi le)                                              

Emai l :                                                                                                                                                 

Per sonnel Contact  Name:                                                                                                                    

Posit i on:                                                                        Mobil e:                                                          

E -Mai l:                                                                                                                                                   

Pro je ct In f orma tion :

Descri pti on:                                                                                                                                           

Feat ure  Fil m T V Document ar y _Commerci al

Sti ll  Phot o Musi c Vi deo St udent Ot her

Locati on of  Shoot:
a m a m 

Dat e(s) and Ti me( s)  for  Shoot :                                                 p m  T o p m 

In t he  event  of i ncl ement  weat her , f il m dat e  wil l be:                                                                           

Pr oj ect  Budget :                                                                                                                      

Do  you  pl an  t o  have  ampl if i ed  sound? 
Est at es’  Dist ur bing t he  Peace  Or di nance)

yes no   ( Not e:  Appli cant  must  compl y  wi t h  Avondale

Number  of  Cast/ Crew:                                       Number  of  Extr as:                                             



Any Speci al  Ef fect s?         yes         no

If  yes, pl ease  descr i be:

Vehi cles  and Parki ng:

Number  of  Vehicl es:                        

T ypes  of V ehi cles:  Cast  Cast / Cr ew Car s  and Vans:            Tr ucks            Tr ail er s            

Ot her:

Cr ew Par ki ng Locat i on

Base  Camp Locati on:

Any  st r eet  par ki ng?
si de of t he str eet )

If  yes, pl ease  descr i be:

yes no  ( Please  note  t hat  vehi cl es  ar e  onl y  all owed  t o  be  par ked  on  one

Road Cl osur es? yes no

If  yes, pl ease  descr i be:

Pl ease  provi de t he f oll ow ing:

• Pr oof  of  li abi li t y  i nsur ance  ( mi ni mum  of  $500,000  f or  general  shoot ,  $5,000,000  for  some 
speci al eff ect s)

• Pr oof of  501( c) ( 3) t ax-exempt  st at us, if  appli cabl e
• Wr itt en per mi ssion to shoot f r om pr i vat e pr opert y owner (s)
• Copy of  noti fi cat i on l ett er to r esi dent s r egar di ng f il m shoot
• Det ail ed sket ch of t r af fi c plan during pr oducti on f or each fi l m shoot l ocati on
• Descri pti on of  ci t y st aff  that  wi ll  be  needed f or  pr oducti on or  tr aff ic  cont rol , i f appl i cable
• Pr ocessing f ee  of  $250.00



H old H arm l ess  Agreem ent
The  undersi gned rel eases, acquit s, and forever  di scharges  THE CI TY OF AVONDALE ESTATES,

GEORGI A, and it s  of fi cers, empl oyees, agent s, servants, successors, hei rs, executors, and 
admi nistrat ors f rom any  and al l clai ms, acti ons, causes  of  acti on, demands, ri ght s, damages, cost s, l oss 

of  servi ce, expense  and compensati on what soever, whi ch may hereaft er ari se  out of  permi tee’s 
acti vit ies, i ncl udi ng event s seen and unf oreseen. The  undersi gned appl icant aff irms  t hat  he/ she i s 

aut hori zed to make t he above  assurances on behalf  of the  fi l m company.

Acknowl edgem ent

The  undersi gned  acknowledges  recei pt  f rom  t he  Ci ty  of  Avondale  Est at es  of  t he  f oll owi ng  ordi nances:
1) Fi l m Permi t  Ordi nance; 2) Di st urbi ng t he Peace  Ordi nance.

Appl i cant’ s  Si gnat ur e:                                                                           Date:                                        

Appl i cant’ s  Name  ( Pr i nt ):                                                                                                                    

Ci t y  Hal l  Use  onl y:

Recommend:   Appr oval   /   Deni al By:                                                                                

P olice C hief

Recommend:  Appr oval  / Deni al By:                                                                                

P ublic W orks/C ode Enforcement

Dat e:                                   Issued By:                                                          

C it y M ana ge r 

Docu m en ts R eceived

• Pr oof of l i abil it y i nsur ance ( mi ni mu m of  $500,000 f or gener al shoot , $5,000,000 for  some 
speci al eff ect s)

• Wr itt en per mi ssion to shoot f r om pr i vat e pr operty owner (s)
• Copy of  noti fi cat i on l ett er sent t o resident s  of  fi l m shoot
• Descri pti on of  Cit y st af f t hat  wil l be  needed f or  pr oduct ion or t raff ic  cont r ol , i f 

appli cabl e
• Pr oof of  501( c) ( 3) t ax-exempt  st at us, if  appli cabl e_
• Det ail ed sket ch of t r af fi c plan duri ng pr oducti on f or each fi l m shoot l ocati on
• Pr ocessing f ee  of  $250.00  Check Check# Cash Ot her

Documents re ceiv ed by:_ Date Rec eived :

Not es:

Distribution List:
City M an ager
Ch ief o f P o lice
P u b lic Wo rks Directo r
City P ermittin g Co n cierge Co o rd in ato r 



Ordinance  No.  06-02

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 12 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES
TO ADD SECTION 12-38   REGARDING THE REGULATION OF MOTION
PICTURES, TELEVISION AND PHOTOGRAPHIC PRODUCTION, AND FOR
OTHER  PURPOSES.

WHEREAS,  the  City  of  Avondale  Estates  recognizes  that  the  motion  picture, television 
and  commercial  producing  industries  are  a  vital part  of the  economy;  and

WHEREAS,  the  City  of Avondale  Estates  and  its  neighborhoods  are  desirable  locations 
to  produce  motion  pictures,  television  and  commercial  productions;  and

WHEREAS,  the  City  of  Avondale  Estates  desires  to  protect  its  citizens  and  businesses 
from  the  potential  adverse  impacts  of  filming  activities  on  vehicle  and  pedestrian  traffic, 
circulation  and  the  safety  of  bystanders;  and

WHEREAS,  the  City  of Avondale  Estates  desires  to  recover  the  inherent  costs  incurred 
to  review film  permit  applications

Now  Therefore:

BE  IT  ORDAINED  BY  the  City  of  Avondale  Estates,  Georgia  as  follows: 

Section  12-38:  Motion  Picture,  Television  and  Photographic  Production
Ordinance

Section  1 Permit Required

(A) No  person  shall  use any  public  or  private property,  building,  facility  or  residence 
of  producing,  taking  or  making  any  motion  picture,  television  production  or 
photographic  production  without  first applying  for  and  receiving  a  city  filming 
permit  issued  pursuant to  the  provisions  of  this  chapter.

Section  2 Exceptions

(A) Regulation  by this  chapter  shall  not  apply  to:

1. Amateur photographers
2. Reporters or  cameramen  in  the  employ  of  a  newspaper,  news  service, 

radio  or television  broadcasting  station  engaged  in  on  the  spot 
broadcasting,  reporting  or  photographing  of  news  of  general  public 
interest.   This  exception  is  not to  include  magazine  or  documentary 
programs.
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3. Productions  which  are conducted  by  the  City  of Avondale  Estates  or  any
City  Board  or  Commission.

Section  3 Permit  Administrator

(A) The  City  Manager  is  hereby  appointed  as  the  Permit  Administrator  and  shall  issue 
permits  as provided  for  in  this  chapter.

Section 4 Application  for  Permit

(A) Any  person  desiring  a  permit under  the  provisions  of this  chapter  shall  make 
application  on  the  approved  form  provided  by  the  City  of Avondale  Estates. 
The  form  must  be signed  and  accompanied  by  all  required fees,  deposits,  hold 
harmless  agreement  and  insurance  certificates  required  by  this chapter  before 
any  permit  will  be considered  for  approval.

(B) Filming  permit  applications  shall  be  submitted  at  least  five  working  days  prior 
to  the  date  on  which  such  person  desires  to  conduct  an  activity  for  which  a 
permit  is  required.

Section  5 Issuance  of  Permit;  conditions;  appeals

(A) The  City  Manager  shall  issue  a permit  as  provided  for  in  this chapter,  when,  from 
a consideration  of  the  application  and from  such  other  information  as  may  be 
otherwise  obtained,  he/she  finds  that:

I. The  conduct  of  such  activity  will  not  unduly  interfere  with  traffic  or 
pedestrian  movement  or  endanger  public  safety  and  that  no  streets  will 
be completely  closed  to  traffic  for  an  unreasonable  period  of  time. 
Seventy-two  (72)  hours  advance  notice  of  any  street  closure  request 
shall  be  provided.

2. The  conduct  of  such  activity  will  not  unduly  interfere  with  normal 
governmental  or  city  operations,  threaten  to  result in  damage  or 
detriment  to  public  property,  or  result  in  damage  or  detriment  to  public 
property,  or  result  irf  the  city  incurring  costs  or  expenditures  in  either 
money  or  personnel  not  reimbursed  in  advance  by the  applicant.

3. At  the  determination  of  the  City  Manager  that  such  activity  will  not
constitute  a fire  hazard  or  any  other  type  of  hazard  and  all safety 
precautions  will  be taken  as  determined  necessary  by the  City  Manager.

(B) The  decision  of  the  City  Manager  to  issue,  conditionally  issue,  or  deny  a 
permit  shall  be  final  unless  appealed  in  writing  within  five  (5)  working  days 
of  the  decision  to the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Commissioners.
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(C) The  Board  of  Mayor  and  Commissioners shall  render  a  decision  to  issue, 

conditionally  issue  or  uphold  the denial  of  a permit  at  the  next  regularly 
scheduled  meeting  of  the  Board  of Mayor  and  Commissioners.   The  decision 
of  the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Commissioners  will  be final.

Section  6 Bond,  Insurance,  Hold  Harmless and  Indemnification

(A) As  a  condition  of  issuing  such  a permit, the  applicant  shall  furnish  a  bond, 
insurance  or  both  in  the  amount to  be determined  by the  City  Manager,  but  in 
no  event, an  amount  less  than  five hundred  thousand  dollars  ($500,000.00),  to 
protect  the  city  against  claims  of third persons  for  personal  injury,  wrongful 
death  and  property  damage  and to indemnify  the  city  for  damage  to  city 
property  arising  out  of  the  permittee's  activities.

(B) A  minimum  of  five  million  dollars  ($5,000,000.00)  of  such  bond,  general 
liability  insurance  coverage  or  both shall  be  required  in  the event  aircraft, 
helicopters,  pyrotechnics  or automobile  chase  scenes  are  used  in  the  activity. 
Such  insurance  shall  be  evidenced  by the  standard  general  liability  special 
endorsement  form  mandated  by this  chapter.  City  shall  be listed  as additional 
insured  and  applicant  shall  have  primary coverage.

·'1-f<';n,

h  t \\;\;\;1

(C) The  applicant  shall  execute  an  indemnity and  hold  harmless agreement  as 
provided  by the  City  of  Avondale Estates  prior  to  the  issuance  of  any  pem1it 
that  shall  hold  the  City  harmless  against  any  claims,  liability  or  judgments 
arising  out  of the  permit  tee's  activities.

Section 7 Suspension  or  Revocation of Permit

(A) The  City  Manager  shall  have  the  authority, after  notice  and  an  opportunity  for  a 
hearing, to  suspend  or  revoke  any  permit  issued hereunder  where  the  te1ms and conditions
of  said  permit  have  been  violated  or ignored,  including  the  timely  payment  of
all required  fees  and  deposits,  or  suspend  or  revoke any  permit  where  the  public  safety  or 
welfare is  endangered  by  the  permitted  activity.  Provided  however,  that  whenever  there
is an  imminent  danger to  the  public  health, safety  or  welfare  from  activities  conducted  by 
the permit  tee  to the  extent that  immediate  action is  necessary  to  protect  the  public,  the 
City Manager  shall  have  the  authority  to  suspend  a permit  pending  a  hearing.

Section  8 Fees  and  Costs  of  Additional Services

(A) Each  application  shall  be  accompanied  by  the  following  non-refundable  fees:

1. A  processing  fee  in  the  amount of  $250  will  be submitted  to  the  City  of
Avondale Estates  at  the time  of  application.

2. Upon approval  of  an  application  for  a  city  filming  permit,  the  City
Manager shall  provide  the  applicant  with  a statement  of  the  estimated
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cost  of  providing  police,  public  works  and  other  city  employees  and 
services  for  public safety  for the  production.   The  cost  of  such  services 
shall  be  borne  by the  applicant  and  shall  be  paid  to  the  City of 
Avondale Estates  prior  to  the  conducting  of a  production.   The  amount 
of such  fees  shall  be  based on  the  city's  actual  cost  of  providing  the 
required  number  of police  and  other  city  employees  and services
necessary  to  ensure the  safety  of  both the  participants  of the  production
and  the  6ommunity.

3. If  the  actual  cost  of public  services  for  the  production  is  less  than  the 

estimated  cost  pursuant to  Section  8  (A)  2  of  this  chapter,  the  permit 
tee  shall  promptly  be refunded  the difference  by  the  City of  Avondale
Estates.   If  the  actual cost  for public  services  is  more  than  the estimated 
cost  pursuant  to Section  8  (A)  2  of  this  chapter,  the  difference  shall 
become due  and payable  to the  city  immediately  upon  the  permit  tee's 
receipt  of  a statement  of  actual  costs  by  the  city.

4. All  fees  may  be waived for  wholly  charitable  or  educational  purposes 
and from  which  no  profit  is  derived,  either  directly  or  indirectly.   Tax
exempt  and  nonprofit  organizations  must  qualify  under Section  50!(c) 
(3)  of  the  United States  Internal  Revenue  Code  and  proof  of such  status 
must  be  provided  to the  City  of  Avondale  Estates  in  order  for  said  fees 
to  be waived  by the  City  of Avondale  Estates.

Section  9 Regulations and  Conditions

(A) The applicant  shall:

1.   Maintain  a  copy  of  the  production  permit  on-site  at  all  times.

2.    Comply  with  any  and  all  conditions  or restrictions  the  City  of  Avondale 
Estates  may  impose  as  a  condition  to  issuing  a  permit.   No  changes  to  the 
conditions  or  restrictions  shall  be  made  without  the written  approval  of  the 
City  Manager.

3.    Have  nonexclusive  use offacilities  and  public  right  of  way  unless  otherwise 
granted  in  writing.

4.   Provide  advanced  notification  of  forty-eight  (48)  hours  in  a form  approved  by 
the  City Manager  to  adjacent  properties  for  any  production.

5.    Comply  with  the  City  of  Avondale  Estates  Noise  Ordinance.

(B) The  City  Manager  may  promulgate  and  enforce  additional  regulations  as 
necessary and  appropriate  in  the  implementation  and  enforcement  of  this  chapter.
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Section  10 Filming  on  Private  Property

(A)   An applicant  is  required  to  obtain  the property  owner's  pennission,  consent, 
and/or  lease  for  use  of  property  not  owned or  controlled  by the  City.   Written 
permission  of  the  property  owner  must be presented  at  time  of  permit 
application, ·

(B)   An  applicant  is  required  to  minimize  interference  with  the  normal  activities  of  a 
neighborhood  or  commercial  area, including access  to  private  or  public property.

Section  11 Filming  at  City  Facilities  or on  the Public  Right  of  Way

In  the  event  that  the  applicant  desires  to  locate their  production  event  at  a  facility  owned or
managed  by  the City  of  Avondale  Estates, or  on  the  public  right  of  way, the  City  shall 
charge  a  daily  fee  in  an  amount  detennined  by the  City  Manager  not  to  exceed  $1,000  per 
day.   If  an  existing  facility  charge  has  been  established  by  the  City  of  Avondale  Estates  at 
a facility  owned  or managed  by  the  City  of  Avondale  Estates,  that  fee  will  be charged  to 
the  applicant.

Section  12 Traffic  Control

The  City  of Avondale  Estates  retains  the  right and  the  authority  to  regulate  traffic  and 
require  vehicles  to  be  moved  or  towed  (at the owners  expense)  to  protect  the  health, 
safety  and  welfare  of the  community.

Section  13 Faithful  Performance  Bond;  Clean  Up  and  Restoration

To  ensure  clean-up  and  restoration  of  any  site  on  public  property  or  public  right of  way 
used  by permit  tee  within the  city  limits,  said  permit  tee  may  be  required  to  post  a 
refundable  faithful  performance  bond  (amount  to  be  determined  by  the  City  Manager)  at 
the  time  the  application  is submitted.   Upon  completion  of  the  production  and  upon  the 
finding  by the  City  of Avondale  Estates  that  the site  has  been  satisfactorily  cleaned  up 
and  restored,  the  bond  may  be returned  to  the permit  tee.

Section  14 Enforcement

A  violation  of  the  provisions of  this  chapter  shall  be a  misdemeanor  and  may  be 
punishable  by  a fine  of five  hundred  dollars,  or imprisonment  for  up  to  six  months  in  jail, 
or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment.

SECTION  15 All  ordinances  and  parts  of  ordinances  in  conflict  with  this  ordinance  are 

hereby  repealed.
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