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OVERVIEW
INTRODUCTION
BACKGROUND
In August 2012, the City of Avondale Estates passed a resolution adopting as policy “its goal to
transform the City of Avondale Estates into a Lifelong Community.” In support of this objective,
best practices concerning zoning, infrastructure, access to services, and healthy lifestyles were
reviewed and submitted as recommendations to the City. This resolution was bolstered by the
Atlanta Regional Commission’s acquisition of a $150,000 grant from the Pfizer Foundation and
Grantmakers In Aging to help make communities like Avondale Estates more age‐friendly.
The City of Avondale Estates is located seven (7) miles east of Atlanta. Founded in 1924 by
George Francis Willis, the City was planned based largely on the Willis’ inspirations from a trip
to England. Not only is the City’s architecture modeled after the Tudor‐style of 16th Century
England, but Stratford‐upon‐Avon, the birthplace of William Shakespeare, lends Avondale
Estates its name. Avondale Estates is a largely upper‐middle class community, with citizens
having a median income of $78,750, versus the county median of $51,349.
Households: Avondale Estates vs. DeKalb County

Households

Households
Total
Less than $10,000
$10,000 to $14,999
$15,000 to $24,999
$25,000 to $34,999
$35,000 to $49,999
$50,000 to $74,999
$75,000 to $99,999
$100,000 to $149,999
$150,000 to $199,999
$200,000 or more
Median
Mean

1,216
102
19
26
79
116
242
253
206
86
88
$78,750.00
$90,368.00

Avondale Estates (2010)
Married‐
Nonfamily
Households
Families
couple
households
783
534
433
264,837
48
‐
54
20,922
13
‐
7
12,712
6
‐
20
27,808
‐
‐
79
27,808
74
59
41
39,726
146
76
96
50,319
202
112
57
30,456
159
152
47
29,927
61
61
25
11,918
74
74
7
12,977
$88,798.00 $104,079.00 $53,036.00 $51,349.00
$105,321.00
N $60,915.00 $70,925.00

DeKalb County (2010)
Married‐
Nonfamily
Families
couple
households
156,041
96,550
108,796
8,738
1,834
12,947
5,774
1,448
7,616
13,888
5,021
14,905
14,668
5,890
13,491
21,534
10,524
18,387
29,336
18,151
20,018
19,817
15,545
9,792
22,158
19,213
7,072
9,519
8,883
2,285
10,611
10,041
2,394
$60,718.00 $82,941.00 $39,007.00
$83,167.00 $106,617.00 $51,282.00

Source: 2010 Census

While its relative affluence limits the City’s access to certain state and federal resources, a
number of opportunities exist for Avondale Estates to remove barriers associated with age. In
Spring 2012, the Cities of Decatur and Avondale Estates concurrently annexed a portion of U.S.
278, sharing adjacent borders for the first time. For Avondale Estates, this presents new
challenges as the City seeks to incorporate the new annexation into its Central Business District.

OVERVIEW
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INTRODUCTION

PROCESS
This project began in earnest at a meeting with key players associated with the City of Avondale
Estates, the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC), and the Atlanta region’s Area Agency on Aging
held at Avondale Estates’ City Hall. After the initial meeting, a better understanding of the
goals and ambitions of Lifelong Communities was gathered at the Lifelong Communities Summit
at the ARC headquarters in Atlanta on October 4, 2012.
The Atlanta Regional Commission provides a significant amount of research and literature at
the Aging Resources subsection of its website. Because these resources didn’t necessarily
address some of the specific issues associated with Avondale Estates, a number of outside
resources needed to be consulted. These resources included the Department of
Transportation, the Georgia Department of Transportation, the Georgia Department of
Community Affairs, and M. Scott Ball’s Livable Communities for Aging Populations: Urban
Design for Longevity, a book that was recommended at the Lifelong Communities summit.
Beyond the review of appropriate literature, the City was evaluated for walkability and access,
particularly the high‐traffic corridor between the single‐family housing communities south of
Avondale Road and the Central Business District north of that road. Major infrastructural
impediments to accessibility were identified, inventoried, and recommendations were drafted
in order to address those issues.
A review of Avondale Estates’ zoning ordinances, capital improvement plans, and master plans
were utilized to determine recommendations for zoning enhancements that would best fit the
City’s Lifelong Communities objectives.
Finally, after concluding infrastructure, zoning, and funding recommendations, services within
5‐6 miles of the city were identified and inventoried.

OVERVIEW
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DEMOGRAPHICS

Avondale Estates’ demographic profile for seniors serves as an outlier in comparison to the
population trends seen by DeKalb County, the State of Georgia, and the country at‐large.
Specifically, the population of older adults (60+) has grown by 36% statewide since 2000. The
trend in DeKalb County is similar, with a growth of about 23%.

Source: 2000 Census/2011 ACS

Source: 2000/2010 Census

But Avondale Estates has seen a decline in older adults by 28% despite the fact that the City has
grown by 13%. The City is essentially getting younger.

Source: 2000/2010 Census

This creates an opportunity for Avondale Estates to get ahead of its sister cities and address
older adult accessibility problems before they arise. Despite this positive outlook, Avondale
Estates maintains a number of physical complications that are detrimental to access for its
seniors. Accessibility problems in the City are largely spatial—namely, Avondale Road, a four to
five line road that also serves as U.S. 278, separates the majority of the City’s residencies from
City’s businesses, and maintaining access and promoting connectivity to these commercial
amenities is instrumental in achieving Lifelong Communities objectives.

OVERVIEW
DEMOGRAPHICS
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Most of Avondale Estates’ older adult population is located in the condominiums and single‐
family housing south of Wiltshire Dr., implying difficulties associated with ensuring that those
populations have access to the Central Business District north of Avondale Road.

Older Adult Distribution (Total)

Source: 2010 Census

Source: 2010 Census

However, the array of older adults by percentage paints somewhat paints a different picture. A
phenomenon called naturally‐occurring retirement communities (NORCs) occurs several times
throughout DeKalb County. NORCs are areas where older adults cluster despite the lack of
dedicated retirement communities.

OVERVIEW
DEMOGRAPHICS
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These communities are concentrated in the north near Dunwoody, extend across the county
along Highway 78, and extend across the county again along Interstate 20. Conversely, the
older adult population in Avondale Estates, as a percentage, is largely homogenous and
consistent, with no major concentrations of older adults throughout the City.

Older Adult Distribution (Percentage)

Source: 2010 Census

Source: 2010 Census

This has a major impact on transportation options for the City’s residents. While Avondale
Estates is co‐located with two MARTA stations (each located on either side of the City), it is
difficult to walk to those stations, particularly from the residencies at the south of the City.
Once again, there are greater numbers of older adults in the south side of the City than
elsewhere, and Avondale Estates’ ability to integrate Lifelong Communities themes such as
transportation access, connectivity, and walkability depend heavily on connecting the south to
the north.

OVERVIEW
SUMMARY
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ZONING AND INFRASTRUCTURE
Atlanta Regional Commission’s Lifelong Communities initiative heavily emphasizes the need for
communities to become pedestrian‐friendly as a means of improving the quality of life for
seniors. Not only do older adults rely on walking much more than other Americans, but
walkability addresses Lifelong Community tenets associated with promoting healthy lifestyles
for older adults, connectivity and access, and transportation. In order to accommodate a
walkable environment, the City of Avondale Estates must improve the efficacy of its current
inventory of pedestrian facilities (defined as sidewalks, crosswalks, curb ramps, medians, and
mechanisms that pedestrians use for travel) and invest in new ones, particularly in the western
corridor that extends from Olive Street to Sam’s Crossing. This could be done either by
investing in infrastructure directly as capital improvement projects, or through the use of
creative zoning, requiring developers to cover the cost of senior‐friendly pedestrian
infrastructure on approved land parcels.
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
There are a number of funding options available which support senior programs for the City of
Avondale Estates. Though most of these programs promote walkability rather than senior‐
specific options, older adults rely on walking much more than any other class of citizens, thus
targeting these programs provides a number of additional benefits within the context of
Lifelong Communities. All of the funding opportunities annotated here come from non‐profit
and state sources. While a plethora of federal sources exist, in the vast majority of cases, grant
money must be distributed to the states, from which municipalities can submit requests for
specific projects. Instead, those state sources have been listed here.
OLDER ADULT INVENTORY OF SERVICES
Because of Avondale Estates’ size, there are very few services and amenities within the city’s
jurisdictional boundaries. However, DeKalb County and Avondale Estates’ sister cities of
Decatur and Atlanta provide a number of services that would be available to the residents of
the City. Healthcare, Community, and Activities services were identified within a 5‐6 mile
radius of the City itself; however, regional services associated with transportation, remodeling,
and other approaches related to accessibility were identified from within the metropolitan
Atlanta area at‐large.

9

Zoning and Infrastructure
Recommendations

RECOMMENDATIONS
INFRASTRUCTURE
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FINDINGS
•

Seniors are more likely to walk than any other age group

•

Seniors are most likely to die in vehicle/pedestrian accidents

•

Pedestrians are most likely to die at speeds greater than 30 MPH

•

Pedestrian signals are usually timed for pedestrians that move at 4 MPH, but seniors
and people with disabilities travel at 2 MPH

•

Senior susceptibility to accidents with vehicles linked with street crossing difficulty, poor
vision, and difficulty hearing vehicles approaching from behind

•

Trails, wide sidewalks (comfortable enough for a large wheel chair or two individuals to
walk side by side), adequate lighting and homes that are directly connected to the
sidewalk network (reduced front setbacks) all encourage older individuals to walk for
exercise in their community

•

Landscape buffers should be minimized and incorporate pedestrian features so they do
not create a barrier for older walkers

•

Adequate shade and green surfaces can make it possible for an older adult to access or
cross the parking lot even on a warm or rainy day

•

Pedestrian facilities (sidewalks, crosswalks, etc.) that are ADA compliant and support
wheelchair traffic will accommodate most pedestrians

•

Pedestrians can be expected to travel about 1,000 to 2,000 feet to a major transit
station — about 750 feet for mobility impaired

•

Ladder‐style crosswalk design is recommended by the Georgia Department of
Transportation because of its improved visibility and low‐required maintenance.

•

Lack of bus shelters and a quality pedestrian experience limits transit’s viability

•

GDOT identifies that two able‐bodied people either walking together or passing each
other require about 6 feet of space (4’8” between them, plus adequate buffer areas on
each side). Those widths go up when you include people with disabilities
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•

Alone, a person in a wheel chair requires 2.5 feet of clearance and a person on crutches
requires 3 feet of clearance—conversely, an able‐bodied adult requires only about 2
feet of clearance. At least 7 feet would accommodate an adult on crutches

ISSUES
•

Long stretches without sidewalks making certain businesses inaccessible for those with
disabilities

•

Degraded crosswalks, particularly those west of Locust Street

•

The following graphic highlights the array of crosswalks that allow pedestrians to
traverse Avondale Road. Green is indicate that the crosswalks are easily visible:

•

High speeds on Avondale Road and Clarendon Avenue create an unpleasant pedestrian
experience

•

Poor development, particularly in the western corridor, is uninviting for pedestrians

•

Curb cuts not always in line with crosswalk, making traversing the road difficult for those
with disabilities
12

•

Streets throughout the City are mostly automobile‐oriented

•

Traversing Avondale Road is challenging

•

Utility poles obstruct sidewalks in certain areas

RECOMMENDATIONS
•

Emphasize the development of sidewalks, lighting, and open spaces to provide a safe,
comfortable appearance for pedestrians

•

Ensure signal timing at lower than average pedestrian travel speeds

•

Lower speed limit along Avondale Rd. to improve walkability and promote pedestrian
safety

•

Establish on‐street parking in order to calm traffic

•

Prioritize walkability and accessibility in future city planning, with particular focus on
connecting residential zones south of Avondale Rd. to the Central Business District

•

Implementation of ladder crosswalk design as per GDOT recommendation and
guidelines
13

•

Install vegetation and landscaping based on the following recommendations for road
frontage areas:

•

Establish bike lanes in order to both calm traffic and encourage safe healthy lifestyle
choices

•

Invest in shelters or benches along Avondale Road corridor, possibly integrated with
MARTA bus stop locations
14

•

Narrow Avondale Road to two lanes

RECOMMENDATIONS
ZONING

FINDINGS
•

Incorporating accessibility features into the design of a unit can insure that an older
adult can live there as long as possible. At a minimum units should include:
15

–
–
–
–

Wide doorways and hallways on the first floor
Bathroom and bedroom on the first floor with wheelchair accessibility
Zero step entrance
Blocking in bathrooms (includes handrails)

•

To be effective and enforceable, required accessibility features should be added to a
section of the local building code

•

A zoning ordinance can require the incorporation of these features in units built for
older adults by requiring compliance with the appropriate section of the building code

•

If these features are not incorporated into the building code, plans can be approved
during the zoning process, but there is no way to enforce their incorporation during
construction without the relevant components in the building code

•

Best practice is for local communities to offer affordable housing density bonuses to
developers who integrate housing at specific price points into their developments

•

As often as possible, housing should be within walking distance of basic services (e.g.
grocery stores, banks, post offices, pharmacies, dry cleaner, medical facilities etc.), and
zoning ordinances should reflect that

•

When located in existing neighborhoods, housing for older adults can provide options
for grandparents looking to relocate near their grandchildren. Housing that is located
within existing neighborhoods can be smaller in size, including duplexes, quadraplexes
and accessory dwelling units

•

Street‐oriented buildings can psychologically narrow the street and reduce speeds in
off‐peak hours

ISSUES
•

There are currently very few mixed used opportunities south of Avondale Rd.
16

•

Zoning ordinances do not emphasize walkability or pedestrian‐friendly

•

A citizen that resides south of Wiltshire Dr. would have to walk almost a mile to get to
either the Central Business District or the shopping centers south of Memorial Drive in
the opposite direction

RECOMMENDATIONS
•

Establish senior overlay zoning which requires new houses to have senior amenities
(particularly safety features), but also allows for the development of day‐to‐day retail
(i.e. pharmacy)—Cobb County cited as best practice for its overlay zoning requiring
“one‐level living”

•

Establish pedestrian overlay zone district along Avondale Road corridor

•

– Require new construction to include pedestrian‐friendly access points
– Require new construction to include both the installation of pedestrian facilities
(sidewalks, lighting, etc.) and the implementation of streetscape amenities
(street trees, underground utilities, lighting structures thematically consistent
with Avondale Estates)
Change the 5’ allowances that exist in the Central Business District to 7’, and to change
the 8’ requirement in the Mill District to 10’
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Funding Opportunities

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
NON‐PROFIT
Organization: Atlanta Legal Aid Society, Inc.
Purpose: Provides funding for Long Term Care Ombudsmen Program in nursing and personal
care homes in DeKalb County
Amount: $21,500
Location: 246 Sycamore Street, Decatur, GA 30030‐3434
Telephone: (404) 377‐0701
Website: http://www.atlantalegalaid.org/

Organization: I Care, Inc.
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Purpose: Provides funding for volunteer drivers with seniors for free transportation to medical
appointments
Amount: $30,000
Location: 300 E. Ponce de Leon Avenue, Suite 313, Decatur, Georgia 30030
Telephone: (404) 377‐2273
Website: http://www.icareseniors.org/

Organization: Marcus Jewish Community Center
Purpose: Provides funding for adult day care health services to older adults with memory loss
and/or persons who have physical disabilities
Amount: $8,000
Location: 5342 Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody, GA 30338
Telephone: (678) 812‐4000
Website: http://www.atlantajcc.org/

Organization: Project Open Hand/Atlanta, Inc.
Purpose: Provides funding for Nutrition Program to DeKalb clients living with a critical illness, as
well as their dependent children
Amount: $21,375
Location: 176 Ottley Drive Northeast, Atlanta, GA 30324
Telephone: (404) 872‐6947
Website: http://www.projectopenhand.org

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
NON‐PROFIT
Organization: Senior Connections, Inc.
Purpose: Provides funding for Fall Prevention Program that allows seniors to avoid fall‐related
injuries
Amount: $8,500
Location: 5238 Peachtree Road, Atlanta, GA 30341‐2718
Telephone: (770) 455‐7602
Website: http://www.srconn.org/

Organization: Bikes Belong Coalition
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Purpose: Provides small grants for a variety of bicycle facility projects, education programs, and
advocacy efforts
Amount: Typically under $10,000 with some applicants receiving over $25,000
Location: 207 Canyon Blvd, Suite 202, Boulder, CO 80302
Telephone: (303) 449‐4893
Website: http://www.bikesbelong.org

Organization: AARP Foundation
Purpose: Provides funding for a diverse range of promising projects that help create long‐term,
sustainable solutions to the problems faced by low‐income adults age 50 and older.
These projects may range from basic education to interventions spearheaded by
organizations that address the social and behavioral aspects of these problems on older
Americans
Amount: No stipulation
Telephone: (888) 687‐2277
Email: foundation@aarp.org
Website: http://www.aarp.org/aarp‐foundation/

Organization: National Caregiving Foundation
Purpose: Awards grant funding to programs assisting the people caring for seniors. Programs
could include educational components or respite. To apply, send full details about your
program, its history, and the need in the community.
Amount: Grants range from $5,000 to $10,000
Location: 801 N. Pitt St., Ste. 116, Alexandria, VA 22314‐1765
Telephone: (703) 299‐9300
Website: http://www.caregivingfoundation.org

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
NON‐PROFIT
Organization: Rebuilding Together, Inc.
Purpose: Provides grants to organizations that assist seniors with their home improvement
needs. You can apply for a grant by sending a letter, up to two pages, telling them about
your program and the need
Amount: Grant funds range from $1,000 to $200,000
Location: 1899 L St., N.W., Ste. 1000, Washington, DC 20036‐3810
Telephone: (202) 483‐9081
Website: http://www.rebuildingtogether.org
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Organization: Daniels Fund
Purpose: Provides grants to organizations that help seniors achieve self‐sufficiency through
their programs. Services that you provide could range from services in the home, such
as meal preparation and chores, to respite care, or programs that encourage seniors to
volunteer assisting children. To apply for this grant, call the foundation first to tell them
about your program
Amount: Grants range from $10,000 to $100,000
Location: 101 Monroe St., Denver, CO 80206‐4467
Telephone: (303) 393‐7220
Website: http://www.danielsfund.org

Organization: Civic Ventures
Purpose: Provides grant funding to organizations that assist active seniors to serve their
community. You can apply for a grant from Civic Ventures by sending a letter describing
your program
Amount: Grant funds range from $2,000 to $20,000.
Location: 114 Sansome St., Ste. 850, San Francisco, CA 94104‐3830
Telephone: (415) 430‐0141
Website: http://www.civicventures.org

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
STATE

Organization: Georgia Department of Transportation
Program: Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Improvement Program
Purpose: Provides funding for projects, including certain bicycle and pedestrian projects, that
will reduce emissions or decrease congestion
Amount: Various
Location: 600 West Peachtree Street NW, Atlanta, GA 30308
Telephone: (404) 631‐1783
Website:
http://www.dot.state.ga.us/localgovernment/fundingprograms/cmaq/Pages/default.aspx
Email: ppeevy@dot.ga.gov
21

Organization: Georgia Department of Transportation
Program: GATEway Grant Program
Purpose: Provides funding to assist communities in their efforts to beautify roadsides along
state routes
Amount: Maximum $50,000
Location: 600 West Peachtree Street NW, 10th Floor, Atlanta, GA 30308
Telephone: (404) 631‐1397
Website: dot.state.ga.us/localgovernment/fundingprograms/gateway/Pages/default.aspx
Email: landscape@dot.ga.gov
Note: No grants were given in 2012 due to lack of funds.

Organization: Georgia Department of Transportation
Program: Safe Routes to School (SRTS)
Purpose: Provides funding to improve the health and well‐being of children in grades K‐8—
including those with disabilities—by making it safe, convenient and fun to walk or bike
to school every day
Amount: Maximum $500,000
Telephone: (404) 635‐2824
Website:
http://www.dot.state.ga.us/localgovernment/fundingprograms/srts/Pages/default.aspx
Email: srts@dot.ga.gov
Note: No grants were given in 2012 due to lack of funds.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
STATE
Organization: Georgia Department of Transportation
Program: Transportation Enhancement Program
Purpose: Provides funding to enrich the traveling experience of motorists, bicyclists, and
pedestrians through enhancements to our transportation system
Amount: Maximum $1,000,000; requires 20% match
Telephone: (404) 635‐2824
Website:
http://www.dot.state.ga.us/localgovernment/fundingprograms/TransportationEnhance
ment/Pages/default.aspx
Email: teprogram@dot.ga.gov
Note: No grants were given in 2012 due to lack of funds.
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Organization: Governor’s Office of Highway Safety
Program: Governor's Office of Highway Safety Grant Program
Purpose: Provides funding to promote the development and implementation of innovative and
best practice programs to address highway safety problems relating to alcohol/impaired
driving and traffic records
Amount: Minimum $10,000, maximum $250,000
Location: 34 Peachtree Street, Suite 800, One Park Tower, Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: (404) 656‐6996
Website: www.gohs.state.ga.us/grantapp.html
Email: lbradfor@gohs.ga.gov

Organization: Georgia Department of Human Resources
Program: Services to the Elderly
Purpose: Provides funding to assist Georgia's elderly with such things as: information and
referral, in home and community‐based social services, elder rights services, congregate
and home delivered meals, health promotion/disease prevention services (Wellness
Program), senior center services, employment services, etc.
Location: 2 Peachtree St., NW, St. 9‐398, Atlanta, Georgia 30303
Telephone: (404) 657‐5258
Website: www.gohs.state.ga.us/grantapp.html

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
STATE

Organization: Department of Natural Resources
Program: Land & Water Conservation Fund
Purpose: Provide funding to maintain recreational trails and trail‐related facilities, and includes
acquisition of land for recreation, parks, and greenways
Location: 2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive SE, Suite 1352
Atlanta, GA 30334
Telephone: (404) 656‐3830
Website: http://www.gastateparks.org/grants/lwcf
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Organization: Department of Natural Resources
Program: Recreational Trails Program
Purpose: Provide funding to maintain recreational trails and trail‐related facilities, and includes
acquisition of land for recreation, parks, and greenways
Amount: $25,000‐$100,000
Location: 2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive SE, Suite 1352
Atlanta, GA 30334
Telephone: (404) 656‐2770
Website: http://www.gastateparks.org/grants/lwcf
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Older Adult Inventory
Of Services

HOUSING
HOME MODIFICATIONS

Service Name: HandyPro of DeKalb/Fulton
Purpose: Provides all types of contracting and handyman services for both residential and
commercial clients. Our professional handymen are highly trained to handle all your
repair and improvement needs including home modifications for seniors and disabled.
Location: 931 Monroe Dr. NE, Suite A102 – 340, Atlanta, GA 30308
Telephone: (404) 965‐0900 or (800) 942‐6394
Website: http://handypro.com/Page_GA_DeKalb_Fulton.html
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Service Name: Home Helpers Atlanta
Purpose: Provides services to the ever‐growing community of Americans over 65 who wish to
remain independent but could benefit from assistance in managing their everyday life.
Today, Home Helpers provides assistance all across North America; helping care for
Seniors, New Moms & Working Parents and those recuperating from recent illness or
injury as well as those with ongoing daily living challenges.
Location: 1270 Caroline Street, Suite D120‐383, Atlanta, GA 30307
Telephone: (404) 624‐4663
Website: http://www.homehelpersatlanta.com/

Service Name: Access‐Able Home Renovations
Purpose: Provides renovations, equipment, and technology to help you continue to live safely
and independently in your own home.
Location: 109 Meadowlark Trace, Peachtree City, GA 30269
Telephone: (404) 861‐5558
Website: http://accessablehomerenovations.com

Service Name: Southstar Construction & Remodeling
Purpose: Provides remodeling services that ensure that senior homeowners can maximize their
stay in their homes by increasing accessibility, comfort, and livability as their needs
change.
Location: 160 Courtland Street, Suite A220, Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone: (404) 587‐1910
Website: http://southstar‐remodeling.com/atlanta‐senior‐home‐repair.asp

HOUSING
OUT‐OF‐HOME CARE

Service Name: WeKare Placement Services
Purpose: Wekare Placement Services specializes in care services for the elderly and the
disabled. The company provides meal preparation, grooming, light housekeeping and
transportation for clients in the metro Atlanta area.
Location: 4441 Covington Highway, Decatur, GA 30035
Telephone: (404) 284‐6188

Service Name: Medlock Gardens
26

Purpose: Provides home‐like setting which promotes independence and individuality. The
community welcomes short‐term respite as well as long‐term stays. Also maintains an
Adult Day Care Program. Also provides monthly dental visits and bi‐monthly podiatric
services right here on campus, as well as transportation to local medical appointments.
Location: 460 Medlock Road, Decatur, GA 30030
Telephone: (404) 370‐0460
Website: http://www.premierseniorliving.com/medlock.html

TRANSPORTATION
LOCAL/REGIONAL MOBILITY

Service Name: MARTA Mobility
Purpose: Provides ADA Complementary Paratransit Service to eligible persons with disabilities
who are unable to board, ride or disembark from an accessible vehicle in MARTA's
regular bus or rail services.
Telephone: (404) 848‐5000
Email: custserv@itsmarta.com
Hours: M‐F 8:30am to 5:00pm, Saturdays, Sundays, Holidays 10am to 4pm
Website: http://www.itsmarta.com/mobility‐guide.aspx
Eligibility: Customers are required to have a MARTA ADA Photo Identification card: MARTA
Mobility is an advanced reservation service. Same day requests cannot be
27

accommodated. The service is offered on the same days and hours as the regular bus
and rail service. Service is restricted to the ADA designated service area within Fulton
and DeKalb Counties along a 3/4 of a mile corridor located on each side of all fixed bus
routes and in 3/4 of a mile radius of each station. The one‐way fare is $3.80 per person.

Service Name: DeKalb Senior Services
Purpose: Provides (1) transportation to and from the neighborhood senior center for eligible
seniors attending one of the County’s neighborhood senior centers, (2) medical
transportation for eligible seniors, primarily trip to and from doctor’s appointments and
to services such as dialysis, and (3) group trips, including shopping, recreational, and
special event trips, for seniors attending one of the County’s neighborhood senior
centers.
Location: 2538 Panola Road, Lithonia, GA 30058 (Office of Senior Affairs)
Telephone: (770) 322‐2950
Hours: Senior Center open 8:30am to 5:00pm, M‐F. Neighborhood Senior Centers are open
from 8:30am to 4:30pm, M‐F
Website: http://www.co.dekalb.ga.us/portals/senior‐services/ss‐getting‐around.html
Eligibility: 60+

TRANSPORTATION
LOCAL/REGIONAL MOBILITY

Service Name: disABILITY LINK Voucher Transportation Assistance Program (VTAP)
Purpose: Designed to increase independence, access and equal rights for everyone through the
empowerment of people with disabilities. VTAP provides monthly reimbursement for
transportation to participants. In the past year we assisted 120 people with
transportation reimbursement for dialysis visits, going to school, job interviews, errands
and other needs. Transportation utilized by participants ranged from service providers
chosen by the individuals (family members and friends) to mass transit to local non‐
emergency medical transportation companies.
Location: 755 Commerce Drive, Suite 105, Decatur, GA 30030
Telephone: (404) 687‐8890
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Email: info@disabilitylink.org
Website: http://disabilitylink.org/wordpress/services/transportation‐vtap

TRANSPORTATION
LOCAL/REGIONAL MOBILITY

Service Name: I Care, Inc.
Purpose: Provides transportation and companionship for senior citizens of all faiths living in
DeKalb County. The program is designed to enhance and promote the quality of life,
independence, and dignity of those served. Services are available to those citizens who
need more assistance than public transportation can provide.
Location: 300 E. Ponce de Leon Ave., Suite 313, Decatur, GA 30030
Telephone: (404) 377‐2273
Email: icare@mindspring.com
Hours: 10:00am to 2:00pm, but flexible
Website: http://icareseniors.org/
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Eligibility: 55+; clients need to call at least one week in advance of their appointment to request
a ride, and should schedule their appointments between the hours of 10:00am and
2:00pm whenever possible.

Service Name: Advanced Care Transportation Express, Inc
Purpose: Provides quality care PARATRANSIT Medical and Non‐medical Transportation using
wheelchair and stretcher transport vehicles. Also accommodates ambulatory individuals
with and without disabilities. Specializes in transportation for persons with a variety of
medical and physical conditions.
Location: P.O. Box 78431 Atlanta, Georgia 30357
Telephone: (404) 942‐9803
Email: info@actexpinc.com
Website: http://www.actexpinc.com/

Service Name: Metro Atlanta Ambulance Service
Purpose: Provides 24‐hour medical transportation services to communities throughout Georgia.
Also provides non‐emergency van, wheelchair, non‐ambulance stretcher services, basic
life support ambulance, advanced life support ambulance, specialty care ambulance, out
of town/state ambulance transfers and special event medical services.
Location: 595 Armstrong St. Marietta, GA 30060
Telephone: (770) 693‐8484
Website: http://www.maas911.com/

TRANSPORTATION
LOCAL/REGIONAL MOBILITY

Service Name: Southeastrans (Medicaid)
Purpose: Provides non‐emergency medical transportation to Georgia Medicaid members who
require Medicaid healthcare services and have no other means of transportation.
Southeastrans arranges transportation for all Georgia Medicaid Members who live in
the North, Atlanta, and Central Regions. This is a shared‐ride service. Therefore, it is
possible the Member may be riding with other Members picked up at your location or
other locations nearby.
Location: 4751 Best Road, Suite 140, Atlanta, GA 30337
Telephone: (404) 209‐4000 or (678) 510‐4600
Website: http://www.southeastrans.com/consumers‐members/medicaid‐program.html
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Service Name: Georgia Medical Transportation
Purpose: Provides transportation to and from any type of medical appointment on a one‐time
basis, transportation to and from medical appointments on a standing order basis,
transportation to and from dialysis, hospital and nursing home admissions or
discharges, senior citizen group outings, transportation to and from senior centers and
adult day care facilities, wheelchair and stretcher transports, and long distance and
interstate trips.
Location: 1551 Jennings Mill Road, Suite 2600 A, Bogart, GA 30622
Telephone: (770) 761‐2322
Email: jhale@gamedtransport.com
Website: http://www.gamedtransport.com/

TRANSPORTATION
VEHICLE RETROFITS/RENTALS

Service Name: AMS Vans, Inc.
Purpose: Provide quality pre‐owned minivans with a brand new 10‐inch lowered floor
conversion for wheelchair accessibility.
Location: 5555 Oakbrook Pkwy, Ste 500, Norcross, GA
Telephone: (770) 729‐9878
Website: http://www.amsvans.com

Service Name: R&R Mobility Vans and Lifts, Inc
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Purpose: Offers a large inventory of wheelchair accessible vans in the Southeast, including new
and used handicap vans.
Location: Conyers, GA
Telephone: (770) 483‐0767
Website: http://www.rrvan.com

Service Name: Handicapped Driver Services, Inc.
Purpose: Modifies vans for wheelchair accessibility and customized vans for sale.
Location: 1310 Kennestone Circle NW, Marietta, GA
Telephone: (770) 422‐9674
Website: http://www.hdsvans.com

Service Name: Mobility Works
Purpose: Maintains accessible vans for sale and rent; vans are typically lowered floor minivans
with automatic fold‐out ramps. Some MobilityWorks locations may also have full‐size
Ford E‐150 handicapped rental vans with wheelchair lifts, subject to availability.
Location: 1255 Kennestone Circle, Suite 100, Marietta, GA 30066
Telephone: (877) 275‐4930
Email: ask@mobilityworks
Website: http://www.mobilityworks.com/atlanta‐ga.php

Service Name: Wheelchair Getaways of Georgia
Purpose: Provides quality accessible van rentals throughout all of Georgia. All vehicles are
wheelchair accessible, with raised roofs, lowered floors, and automatic ramps or lifts.
Telephone: (770) 457‐9851 or (800) 554‐6893
Email: georgia@wheelchairgetaways.com
Website: http://www.wheelchairgetaways.com/franchise/georgia_atlanta/home.htm

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES
ACTIVITIES

Service Name: The Lake House at Avondale
Purpose: Provides an ideal choice for weddings, rehearsal dinners, receptions, reunions or
banquets. The building easily accommodates 100 for sit down dinners and 125 for
stand‐up functions.
Location: 59 Lakeshore Dr., Avondale Estates, GA 30002
Telephone: (678) 580‐8223
Email: info@thelakehouseatavondale.com
Hours: Various
Website: http://www.thelakehouseatavondale.com
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Service Name: American Legion Harold Byrd Post 66
Purpose: Serves as the nation’s largest wartime veterans service organization, committed to
mentoring youth and sponsorship of wholesome programs in communities, advocating
patriotism and honor, promoting strong national security, and continued devotion to
fellow servicemembers and veterans. American Legion Post 66 hosts Bingo every
Thursday and Sunday evenings at 7:00 PM. The Bingo Hall is nonsmoking.
Location: 30 Covington Rd., Avondale Estates, GA 30002
Telephone: (404) 292‐2352
Website: http://www.americanlegionpost66.org/
Eligibility: To become a member, must have served in the military during any of the eligible war
eras.

Service Name: Mason Mill Center for Seniors & Disabled
Purpose: Features multi‐use field, tennis courts, recreation center, picnic area, lake and trails
Location: 1340‐B McConnell Drive, Decatur, GA 30033
Telephone: (404) 679‐1349
Hours: 9am to 5pm

Service Name: City of Decatur Parks and Recreation – Active Living
Purpose: Provides a full program of athletics, classes, tennis, aquatics, summer camps and other
community services.
Location: 231 Sycamore Street, Decatur, GA 30030
Telephone: (404) 377‐0494
Hours: Various
Website: http://www.decaturga.com/index.aspx?page=92

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES
ACTIVITIES

Service Name: South DeKalb Senior Center (closed for renovations)
Purpose: Seeks to maximize independence and enhance the quality of life for the growing
number of seniors in the community through serving as a focal point for information
and services. To work together to deliver a “world class” program of services with
emphasis on integrity, fairness, open communication and accessibility.
Location: 1931 Candler Road, Decatur, GA 30032
Telephone: (404) 284‐4865
Hours: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Eligibility: 60+
33

Service Name: Scottdale Senior Center
Purpose: Seeks to maximize independence and enhance the quality of life for the growing
number of seniors in the community through serving as a focal point for information
and services. To work together to deliver a “world class” program of services with
emphasis on integrity, fairness, open communication and accessibility.
Location: 3262 Chapel Road, Scottdale, GA 30079
Telephone: (404) 501‐0704
Hours: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Eligibility: 60+
Service Name: Clarkston Community Center, Inc.
Purpose: Serves as a gathering place for art, education, recreation and community building for
Clarkston and Greater DeKalb County residents. In 2011, served nearly 20,000 people
with a wide variety of programs, classes, sports, arts, recreation and special events.
Location: 3701 College Avenue, Clarkston, GA 30021
Telephone: (404) 508‐1050
Website: http://clarkstoncommunitycenter.org/

Service Name: DeKalb Atlanta Senior Center
Purpose: Seeks to maximize independence and enhance the quality of life for the growing
number of seniors in the community through serving as a focal point for information
and services. To work together to deliver a “world class” program of services with
emphasis on integrity, fairness, open communication and accessibility.
Location: 25 Warren Street, SE, Atlanta, GA 30317
Telephone: (404) 370‐7297
Hours: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Eligibility: 60+

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES
ACTIVITIES

Service Name: Lou Walker Senior Center
Purpose: Seeks to maximize independence and enhance the quality of life for the growing
number of seniors in the community through serving as a focal point for information
and services. To work together to deliver a “world class” program of services with
emphasis on integrity, fairness, open communication and accessibility.
Location: 2538 Panola Road, Lithonia, GA 30058
Telephone: (770) 322‐2900
Hours: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Eligibility: Adults 55+
34

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES
HEALTHCARE

Service Name: TO Vinson Health Center
Purpose: Health Center
Location: 440 Winn Way, Decatur, GA 30030
Telephone: (404) 294‐3762
Website: http://www.dekalbhealth.net/health‐centers/t‐o‐vinson/

Service Name: Davita – Southern Lane
35

Purpose: Dialysis Clinic
Location: 1840 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033
Telephone: (800) 424‐6589
Website: http://www.davita.com/find‐a‐dialysis‐center/southern‐lane‐dialysis/1840‐southern‐
ln‐decatur‐30033‐4033/id/3012/dva/1

Service Name: Fresenius Medical Center – Decatur Dialysis Center
Purpose: Dialysis Clinic
Location: 497 Winn Way, Decatur, GA 30033
Telephone: (404) 294‐7033
Service Name: DCI Dialysis Clinic, Inc.
Purpose: Dialysis Clinic
Location: 558 Medlock Road, Decatur, GA 30030
Telephone: (404) 371‐0499

Service Name: Emory University Hospital
Purpose: General Hospital
Location: 1364 Clifton Road, N.E., Atlanta, GA 30322
Telephone: (404) 778‐7777 or (800) 753‐6679
Website: http://www.emoryhealthcare.org/

Service Name: Atlanta VA Medical Center
Purpose: Provides a full range of patient care services complete with state‐of‐the‐art
technology, education, and research.
Location: 1670 Clairmont Road, Decatur, GA 30033
Telephone: (404) 329‐2222 or (800) 224‐4087
Website: http://www.atlanta.va.gov/

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES
HEALTHCARE

Service Name: DeKalb Medical Center
Purpose: Not‐for‐profit health system that provides health services throughout DeKalb County.
Location: 2701 North Decatur Road, Decatur, GA 30033
Telephone: (404) 501‐1000
Website: http://www.dekalbmedical.org/

Service Name: Oakhurst Medical Center ‐ Decatur
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Purpose: Provides a complete array of primary healthcare services for all of the life cycles
inclusive of Prenatal, Obstetrics, Pediatrics, Gynecology, Internal Medicine, Mental
Health and eldercare.
Location: 1760 Candler Road, Decatur, GA 30032
Telephone: (404) 286‐2215
Hours: M‐F 8:00am‐5:00pm
Website: http://www.oakhurstmedical.org/

Service Name: Kirkwood Health Center
Purpose: Health Center
Location: 30 Warren Street, Atlanta, GA 30317
Telephone: (404) 370‐7360

Service Name: DeKalb Medical Center – Wellness on Wheels
Purpose: Traveling clinic that provides free preventive healthcare and health education to
medically underserved communities in the Buford Highway corridor, Clarkston and
south DeKalb County. The community health program staff speaks English, Spanish and
Vietnamese. Free screening mammograms are offered to women who have no health
insurance, Medicaid or Medicare coverage, and are age 35 or older.
Location: 2701 North Decatur Road, Decatur, GA 30033
Telephone: (404) 501‐7175
Website: http://www.dekalbmedical.org/Main/WOW.aspx

Service Name: Atlanta VA Community‐Based Outpatient Clinics ‐ Decatur
Purpose: Health Centers
Location: 755 Commerce Drive, Decatur, GA 30033
Telephone: (404) 329‐2222
Hours: 7:30am‐4:00pm

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES
HEALTHCARE

Service Name: Oakhurst Medical Center – Stone Mountain
Purpose: Provides a complete array of primary healthcare services for all of the life cycles
inclusive of Prenatal, Obstetrics, Pediatrics, Gynecology, Internal Medicine, Mental
Health and eldercare.
Location: 770 Village Square Drive, Stone Mountain, GA 30038
Telephone: (404) 298‐8998
Hours: M‐Th 8:00am‐8:30pm; F 8:00am‐5:00pm, Sat. 10:00am‐2:00pm
Website: http://www.oakhurstmedical.org/
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Service Name: Emory University Orthopedics and Spine Hospital
Purpose: Provides services such as major joint replacements (hip, knee, shoulder), minimally
invasive orthopedic surgery, hip resurfacing, spine surgery, spinal fusions, scoliosis and
deformity surgery, artificial spine disc replacements, and the latest procedures to
decrease pain and improve function of the musculoskeletal system.
Location: 1455 Montreal Road, Tucker, GA 30084
Telephone: (404) 251‐3000

UTILITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
Service Name: AT&T Lifeline Assistance Program
Purpose: Provides reduced‐cost telephone service for customers that receive Temporary
Assistance to Needy Families (TANF), Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Food Stamps,
Medicaid, or a senior citizen discount offered by the local gas or power company,
LIHEAP, or Federal Public Housing Assistance. Qualifying participants receive up to a
$13.50 credit on your local monthly telephone bill. This credit is provided through a
program called "Lifeline Assistance Program.”
Telephone: (888) 757‐6500
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Service Name: Georgia Power Company
Purpose: Provides reduced‐cost electricity service for customers of Georgia Power Company
with monthly discount of $14.00, which is applied to the customer's prefuel monthly bill
amount. Also, seniors who get the senior citizen's discount will receive a $6.00 per
month fuel credit to their bills. The electric service must be individually metered and in
the senior's name.
Telephone: (888) 660‐5890
Eligibility: 65+ with eligible household income.

Service Name: Carroll Electric Membership Corporation
Assistance: Provides discount of $2.50 per month for electricity service. Application must be
submitted in office or printed and notarized prior to mailing.
Telephone: 770‐832‐3552
Website: www.cemc.com/cs_scd.asp
Eligibility: 62+

Service Name: Atlanta Gas Light
Purpose: Provides reduced‐cost natural gas service for customers with an eligible total
household income and who are 65 years of age or older qualify to receive up to a $14.00
credit to their bill. The bill must be in the name of the senior who applies for the
discount. The credit is applied to the Atlanta Gas Light Company base charge portion of
the bill.
Telephone: (800) 427‐5463
Website: www.atlantagaslight.com
Eligibility: 65+; additional help may be available to eligible older adults with incomes of $12,000
or less—contact (404) 657‐3426 or (404) 657‐3427)

OTHER ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
Service Name: Atlanta Legal Aid – DeKalb; Senior Citizens Law Project
Purpose: Provides legal representation to people over age 60 that need help solving problems
involving income and health care benefits. We also represent nursing home and
personal care home residents, regardless of age, in admission and discharge rights and
conditions in those facilities.
Location: 246 Sycamore Street, Suite 120, Decatur, GA 30030
Telephone: (404) 657‐9915 or toll free 1(888)257‐9519 (Senior Citizen Hotline)
Website: http://www.atlantalegalaid.org/
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Eligibility: 60+

Service Name: Senior Connections
Purpose: Provides range of quality services which includes in‐home care, home‐delivered meals,
home repairs, and transportation to Senior Centers. Senior Connections never denies
service due to a lack of ability to pay.
Location: 1340 McConnell Drive, Decatur, GA 30033
Telephone: (770) 455‐7602
Website: http://www.srconn.org/
Eligibility: $20/hr for In‐Home Care, Various costs for Home‐delivered meals

ACCESSIBILITY
Service Name: Center for Assistive Technology and Environmental Access (CATEA)
Purpose: A research center that promotes participation of people with disabilities. Projects are
focused on workplace accommodations, disability‐related policy, distance education,
accessible IT, and wheeled mobility and seating.
Location: 490 Tenth St., Atlanta, GA
Telephone: (404) 894‐4960
Website: http://www.catea.org

Service Name: Friends of Disabled Adults and Children, Too!
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Purpose: Non‐profit organization providing free wheelchairs and home healthcare equipment
for the disabled. Other services include ramp building, vehicle lift installation and more.
Location: 4900 Lewis Rd., Stone Mountain, GA 30083
Telephone: (770) 491‐9014
Website: http://www.fodac.org

Service Name: Georgia Tech Tools for Life
Purpose: Provides hands‐on training in information technology, a lending library with assistive
technology and adaptive equipment for loan to parents and a model home
demonstration that shows how tools can assist individuals to maintain independence
and health.
Location: 4508 Bibb Blvd., Ste. B‐10, Tucker, GA
Telephone: (770) 934‐8432
Website: http://gatfl.org/

Service Name: Three Wishes, Inc., Wishes on Wheels
Purpose: Makes electric power wheelchairs available to non‐ambulatory senior citizens age 65
and up, and the permanently disabled of any age. Specializes in power wheelchairs and
provides medical products to qualified disabled patients with medical necessities.
Telephone: (800) 535‐3063

Service Name: Wheelchair Getaways
Purpose: Provides custom vans and mini vans with wheelchair lifts on a daily, weekly and
monthly rental basis. Serves all of Georgia
Telephone: (800) 554‐6893 or (770) 457‐9851.
Telephone: http://www.wheelchairgetaways.com

ACCESSIBILITY
Service Name: disABILITY LINK
Purpose: Provides advocacy skills training and support, disability awareness and sensitivity
training, information and referrals, community outreach, education and other services.
Location: 755 Commerce Dr., Ste. 105, Decatur, GA
Telephone: (404) 687‐8890
Website: http://www.disabilitylink.org

Service Name: Friends of Disabled Adults and Children, Too!

41

Purpose: Friends of Disabled Adults and Children, Too (FODAC) provides free or low‐cost
wheelchairs and home healthcare equipment, such as standers, shower supports and
Hoyer Lifts. All of the equipment is donated. The group, begun by Ed and Annie Butchart
in 1986 in their basement, has issued over 19,000 wheelchairs to date. Other services
include ramp building and vehicle installation.
Location: 4900 Lewis Rd., Stone Mountain, GA
Telephone: (770) 491‐9041
Website: http://www.fodac.org
Eligibility:

Service Name: Statewide Independent Living Council of Georgia
Purpose: Provide systems advocacy, peer counseling, independent living skills training and
information and referrals.
Location: 755 Commerce Dr., Ste. 415, Decatur, GA
Telephone: (770) 270‐6860
Website: http://www.silcga.org
Eligibility:

Service Name: Walton Options for Independent Living
Purpose: Offers advocacy, assistive technology services, Braille instruction, community
education, computer training, independent living skills training and other services.
Location: 948 Walton Way, Augusta, GA
Telephone: (706) 724‐6262
Website: http://www.waltonoptions.org

ACCESSIBILITY
Service Name: Zimmerman‐Horowitz Independent Living Program
Purpose: A highly individualized, person‐centered supportive living program that enables
people with disabilities to live as independently as possible. Clients receive training in
money management, cooking, cleaning, household management, laundry, social skills
and other areas.
Location: 4549 Chamblee Dunwoody Rd., Atlanta, GA
Telephone: (770) 677‐9326
Website: http://www.yourtoolsforliving.org
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