
City of Avondale Estates 
Historic Preservation Commission 
COA Application Review*                 January 6, 2026 HPC Meeting 
 
Applicant: Henry Hine 
 
Property Address: 55 Berkeley Road 
 
Property Type: Residential, Compatible Designation 
 
Project Summary: The proposed project for this 1961 Ranch House consists of a landscape 
plan that includes the following hardscape elements: (1) addition of new concrete pavement 
with cobblestone border and apron on the driveway; (2) addition of a new front walkway and 
landing at the front porch; (3) addition of a new 6’-wide path with a gate leading from the 
driveway to the rear yard; (4) addition of cobblestone borders around all planting areas; (5) 
addition of a hedge along the public sidewalk and driveway; and (6) addition of a fire pit with 
stone surround in the rear yard. A renovation project and site plan for this property were 
reviewed and approved by the HPC at the November 2023 meeting. 
 
Applicable Guidelines: Historic District Guidelines, Compatible Designation Properties –
Site & Setting, pp. 40-41. 
 
Analysis: The project proposes to (1) add new concrete pavement with cobblestone 
border and apron on the driveway. The width of the new pavement appears to match the width 
of the garage door which is approximately 20’ wide. The driveway width should be confirmed. 
 
The project also proposes to (2) add a new front walkway and landing at the front porch. The 
previous front walkway that curved from the front porch to the driveway will be removed. A 
new landing has been constructed at the new front porch, and a new bluestone walkway will 
lead in a straight line from the landing to the driveway. A curved cobblestone curb and step will 
be added at the front of the landing. The new walkway appears to be approximately 4’-5’ in 
width. The width of the walkway and size of the landing should be confirmed.  
 
The project also proposes to (3) add a new 6’-wide path with a gate leading from the driveway 
to the rear yard. The curving pea-gravel path will lead from the opposite side of the driveway 
from the front walkway and will extend back along the house’s side elevation to the rear yard. 
A double gate will be located 20’ from the house’s front corner at the corner of the new storage 
garage addition. Materials for the gate should be confirmed. 
 
The project also proposes to (4) add cobblestone borders around all planting areas. Planting 
areas with curved borders will be located along the yard’s perimeter and around the house, 
with grassed lawn in between these planting areas. The cobblestone curbs will be 5” in height. 
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The project also proposes to (5) add a hedge along the public sidewalk and driveway. This 
hedge may become a solid border like a fence along the front of the yard. In addition, bluestone 
stepping stones will be added at the public sidewalk and between the sidewalk and street. 
 
The project also proposes to (6) add a fire pit with stone surround in the rear yard. The fire pit 
will be behind the house and not visible from the street. 
 
The Historic District Guidelines for Site & Setting at Preservation Designation properties state 
that Avondale Estates is characterized by large, lush lawns with fences relegated to side and 
rear yards. The historic design intent was to create a neighborhood that was integrated into 
“nature” with buildings connected to the street via uninterrupted landscapes.  
 
The Guidelines state that driveways shall be a maximum of 12’ wide and shall connect via one 
side of the primary structure from the front yard. With this mid-century Ranch House, the 
driveway leads straight to the carport (enclosed to create a garage) and is approximately 20’ 
wide to accommodate the two-car carport. This driveway width is wider than specified in the 
guidelines and its location is different due to its mid-century design and construction. The 
driveway may need to taper from the house to the street to more closely meet the guidelines. 
 
The Guidelines also state that allowed paving materials include gravel, plain or aggregate-finish 
concrete, and stone, all of which are proposed in the landscape plan. Front walks shall connect 
to the driveway and shall be between 3’-5’ wide. They may connect straight from the front door 
to the public sidewalk only if original to the property. The proposed bluestone walkway from 
the front landing straight to the driveway is appropriate.  
 
The Guidelines also state that front yard fences, gates, and arbors are not permitted, as they 
were not original to the design and planning of Avondale Estates. The proposed hedge along 
the front sidewalk may grow to appear as a fence-like structure. Also, the bluestone stepping 
stones at the sidewalk and between the sidewalk and street may appear as an additional front 
walkway. Side yard fences, gates, and arbors are allowed, with fences being set back at least 20’ 
from the house’s front wall. The double gate at the pea-gravel path is set back 20’ and is 
appropriately placed. 
 
Recommendation: Based on the Historic District Guidelines for Compatible Designation 
properties, the project is recommended with the following additional recommendations: 

• Confirm the width of the driveway, front walkway, and size of the landing at the front 
porch. Consider if the driveway’s width should taper toward the street. 

• Confirm the materials of the gate. 
• Confirm with the HPC that the planted hedge along the front sidewalk is appropriate 

and will not appear as a fence. Also, confirm that the additional stepping stones at the 
sidewalk will not appear as an additional front walkway. 

             
*Reviewed by WLA Studio. This review is based on materials received by the applicant at the time of review. New 
information from the applicant and/or a site visit to the subject property may amend the recommendation.  
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