
City of Avondale Estates 
Historic Preservation Commission 
COA Application Review*                 January 6, 2026 HPC Meeting 
 
Applicant: Adam Perry 
 
Property Address: 1 Sussex Road 
 
Property Type: Residential, Compatible Designation 
 
Project Summary: The proposed project for this 1951 Linear Ranch House consists of (1) 
addition of a new rear shed dormer and replacement of siding on existing dormers; (2) 
replacement of windows on the house’s second floor; (3) replacement of the existing front 
entrance door; (4) replacement of the house’s roofing with new architectural asphalt shingles; 
and (5) enlargement of the existing freestanding garage. 
 
Applicable Guidelines: Historic District Guidelines, Compatible Designation Properties –
Additions, p. 39; Other Elements, p. 43; Materials, p. 43. 
 
Analysis: The project proposes to (1) add a new rear shed dormer and replace siding on 
existing dormers. The house’s three existing shed dormers were added on the front and rear 
elevations in 2019. A fourth shed dormer matching the existing dormers will be added on the 
rear elevation. A pair of double-hung windows will be placed in the dormer’s rear wall. The new 
dormer will be finished with horizontal fiber-cement cedar siding. The horizontal siding on the 
existing dormers will be replaced with the same horizontal fiber-cement cedar siding.  
 
The project also proposes to (2) replace windows on the house’s second floor. The architectural 
plans note that new windows to match existing windows will be installed in the front and rear 
dormers and in the southwest gable end. The windows will be 1-over-1 double-hung windows. 
Window materials are not specified. 
 
The project also proposes to (3) replace the existing front entrance door. The existing door has 
a solid lower panel with an upper glass section. The proposed replacement door material and 
design are not specified. The proposed front elevation drawing appears to show the same door 
design. 
 
The project also proposes to (4) replace the house’s roofing with new architectural asphalt 
shingles. The existing roofing is asphalt shingles. 
 
The project also proposes to (5) enlarge the existing freestanding garage. The existing garage is 
a front-gabled, single-car garage building that appears to be original to the house. The building 
measures 13’ wide across its front elevation, 22’ deep, and is approximately 12’ in height. The 
garage is finished with horizontal siding and asphalt shingle roofing. The roof’s eaves are open. 
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The front elevation has a nonhistoric garage door. The proposed enlargement of the garage will 
include adding a 7’-2” wide and 22’ deep section to the building’s side elevation, making the 
garage 20’-2” wide and 22’ deep. A new front-gabled roof will be constructed; the roof’s eaves 
will be enclosed. The building’s height will be approximately 14’. A new, wider and taller garage 
door (16’-2” wide to accommodate two cars) will be installed in the front elevation. The 
building’s walls will be finished with horizontal fiber-cement lap siding, and the roof will be 
finished with architectural asphalt shingles to match the house’s roofing. 
 
The Historic District Guidelines for Additions on Compatible Designation properties state that 
expansion of existing accessory structures shall not exceed a 50% increase of the original 
footprint. Additions shall be limited to rear and side elevations and shall be secondary in scale 
to the primary accessory building. Additions to existing accessory structures shall abide by new 
accessory structures guidelines for placement fully behind or not fully behind the main house. If 
new accessory structures are not fully behind the main house, the following parameters must 
be met: accessory structures shall be set back at least 25’ from the house’s main rear wall; the 
accessory structure’s roof elevation shall be less than that of the main house; and the façade 
with the garage door shall not face the street unless that façade is 16’ wide or less. The 
proposed addition to the existing garage is 164 SF, which is over a 50% increase in the building’s 
original footprint. The addition is on the side elevation, but the larger and taller roof does not 
allow the addition to be secondary in scale to the original garage building. The garage is not 
fully behind the main house but is set back over 25’ from the house’s main rear wall and the 
new roof elevation is much less than that of the main house. However, with the addition, the 
garage’s new front elevation will be 20’-2” wide, 4’ wider than the required 16’ or less. The 
enlargement of the garage does not meet the guidelines, and the addition should be reduced in 
size. 
 
The Historic District Guidelines for Other Elements on Compatible Designation properties state 
that the design and size of new dormers should match that of existing dormers. The proposed 
rear shed dormer will match the existing three dormers and will be located on the house’s rear 
elevation. The Guidelines also state that existing windows and entrances should be maintained 
to retain the architectural integrity of the house. Replacement windows and doors should 
match the original design, material, and style of the original structure. The house’s existing 
windows are replacements and, therefore, may be replaced. The proposed replacement 
windows on the second floor will match the existing windows. Proposed window materials 
should be provided. Replacement of the front entrance door is also allowed. Materials and 
design of the replacement door should be provided. 
 
The Historic District Guidelines for Materials on Compatible Designation properties state that 
new structures on Compatible properties may include all materials listed in the Preservation 
Designation section with additional contemporary materials. New roofs shall be of the same 
material as the original house. The proposed uses of fiber-cement cedar siding on the dormers 
and fiber-cement lap siding on the garage are allowed for Compatible properties; fiber-cement 
siding should always have a smooth finish. Replacement architectural asphalt shingle roofing on 
the house and garage is an approved material. These materials meet the guidelines. Proposed 
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materials of the replacement second-floor windows and the new front entrance door should be 
provided. 
 
Recommendation: Based on the Historic District Guidelines for Compatible Designation 
properties, the project is recommended, with the following additional stipulations: 

• Specify the materials of the new second-floor windows. 
• Specify the material and design of the new front entrance door. 
• Provide information on the type of fiber-cement “cedar siding” that is proposed for the 

dormers. Any fiber-cement siding should have a smooth finish rather than a wood-grain 
finish. 

• Reduce the size of the garage’s addition to be less than a 50% increase in footprint and 
a front elevation width of 16’ or less. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
*Reviewed by WLA Studio. This review is based on materials received by the applicant at the time of review. New 
information from the applicant and/or a site visit to the subject property may amend the recommendation.  
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Historic Preservation 
Commission Application for 

Certificate of Appropriateness 
COA  

21 North Avondale Plaza 
Avondale Estates, Georgia 30002 

Ph: (404) 294-5400 
Fx: (404) 299-8137 

www.avondaleestates.org

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Applicant Name: Address/City/Zip Code: 

Phone: Email: 

Project Address: 

If applicant is representing homeowner at the meeting, a notarized statement from the homeowner must be 
submitted with the application giving applicant permission to represent homeowner. 
Applicant Signature:   Date: 

PROPOSED PROJECT:  □Residential   □Commercial
New Construction□  Renovation/Repair□   Demolition□

Description of Project: 

ATTACHMENTS 
(Refer to attached checklist for further details)

□Site plan and scaled drawings of the proposed changes
(Dimensioned site plan, Dimensioned floor plan(s), Material Samples, Material Details, Color Samples, Street Elevation, 
Side Elevation). 

□A detailed narrative of the proposed project.

□Materials checklist with all materials including windows and door changes.

□Sample photos of windows, doors, and garage doors (if applicable).

□Photos of the structure site to be modified.

□Photos of the structure as seen from the street.

□Electronic copy of application packet must be submitted to: lleland@avondaleestates.org
Comments: 

Application will be reviewed by the Avondale Estates Historic Preservation Commission and 
Approved or Denied within 45 days of the submittal date 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
DATE APPLICATION 

SUBMITTED: 
APPLICATION 
RECEIVED BY: 

TIER DESIGNATION 
□Preservation    □Adaptation

□Conservation

□Construction

HPC MEETING 
DATE FOR 

APPLICATION: 

PARCEL ID# 

The proposed residential renovation at 1 Sussex Rd includes building a dormer on the upstairs rear of the home to add 
height clearance for the upstairs office along with a twin window on the dormer to allow for natural lighting.  There is also 
plans to expand the detached garage from a 1 car garage to a 2 car.  There will be no suite above the garage.

http://www.avondaleestates.org/
mailto:lleland@avondaleestates.org
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